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BURRUP FERTILISERS PTY LTD - RELEASE OF SOLVENTS 

4199. Hon Giz Watson to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for the 
Environment 

With reference to the recent spate of incidents associated with the Burrup Fertilisers Plant and the answers to 
Question No 4152, I ask -  

(1) In relation to the three incidents that were reported in August 2006, answered in (2) of the Question 
No 4152, was there a further release of the solvent, aMDEA, in that month? 

(2) If yes to (1), why was this release of aMDEA not reported in the answers to Question No 4152? 

(3) What was the quantity of the solvent, aMDEA, released in this incident in August 2006? 

(4) When did the August release of aMDEA occur? 

(5) When was the August release of aMDEA reported to authorities? 

(6) If there was any delay in the reporting this further release of aMDEA, why was this so? 

(7) Was there a fish or invertebrate kill associated with this release of aMDEA in August 2006? 

(8) If yes to (7), what was the impact? 

(9) Were surrounding industries informed of this incident in line with the Burrup Fertilisers Plant 
communication protocol? 

(10) If yes to (9), on what date were surrounding industries informed? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 

The Minister for the Environment provides the following response - 

(1) Yes. 

(2) The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) had not received notification of the incident 
at the time of advising the Minister in response to Question No. 4152.  

(3) Burrup Fertilisers advised that 11 to12 litres of solvent was released. 

(4) 30 August 2006. 

(5) 18 September 2006. 

(6) Under section 72 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, a discharge of waste that has caused or is 
likely to cause pollution or environmental harm must be reported to DEC as soon as practicable. There 
is no legal requirement to report other incidents. The aMDEA release was small and did not trigger a 
section 72 reporting requirement, and the notification provided by Burrup Fertilisers was for DEC 
information. DEC is satisfied that Burrup Fertilisers took appropriate action in response to the release. 

(7) No. 

(8) Not applicable. 

(9) DEC understands that surrounding industries were not informed of this incident. This is in line with 
Burrup Fertilisers' communication protocol under which notification to surrounding industries is 
required only where there is potential for impact off-site. The aMDEA release was wholly contained 
on-site in an operational area of Burrup Fertilisers ammonia plant. 

(10) Not applicable. 
 


